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CONSERVATION HISTORY OF THE WHIPSTICK - PART 6 j ‘3 
a STS ar ag =e eens emu nee estan eee ena ce = by Peter Ellis, arid Recaneatantie 


On February 14th 1973, ane Huntly Shire, Council supported the deputation. from 
the Bendigo F.N.C. (Messrs F.Robbins and. J.Kellam) and representatives of the, 
Forests Commission (Messrs W.Flentje and F.Halloran), and agreed that an — 
application be made to have a suitable Interim Development Order applied to 
sections of the Whipstick within their municipality. (Report Bendigo LORIE ELS 
15/2/1973). ann 


Then on 23/2/1973 in one certain "Whipstick car" FJ --CEN 449 Messrs’ 9. or’ 
Robbins, Moors, Kellam, Ellis and Cr. K.Read (Huntly) headed for Melbourne: 
to meet the Premier, the Hon.R.J.Hamer. It was our. endeavour to. havea ... . 
uniform and co-ordinated policy for the conservation of the Whipstick Pe 
established through the respective Ministers, and to have announcements re | 
the significance of the area, protection measures, and funds for land 
purchase achieved. 


The deputation lead by Rob Moors as President of B.F.N.C., and introduced by 
Mr Fred -Grimwade M.L.C., was very well received by the Premier, He gave us a 
good hearing and it was the detailed maps (Whipstick surveys) by Frank 
Robbins plus the coloured flora and fauna pictures displayed by Jack Kellam 
and myself that clinched his enthusiasm for the preservation of the Whipstick. 
He assured us that he would take up the matter with his Ministers. 

We then placed before the Premier a list of key blocks (those previously 
listed to,the C.C.V.) considered the very minimum to connect certain sections 
of Crown Land and Forest Park together, and stressed that the question of | 
purchases by negotiated directly with the landowners and on their terms, 

i.e. if the owner was agreeable to sell, and that by no means should 
compulsory acquisition be undertaken. The Premier agreed that this would be .. 
the best and most amicable procedure and that it would be an ideal task for 
the newly forming "Victoria Conservation Trust" to pursue. Up until now the’ 
Department of Crown Lands and Survey could dispose of land (4, e, render it. 
freehold) but it did not have the mechanism to accept gifts of land to the 
Crown, or to acquire or purchase such land. The Victoria Conservation Trust 
was formed to overcome this difficulty and to raise end hold funds for jand 
purchases,’ .and to encourage gifts to the Crown. Pe ny es 


One option the Premier was keen to have the V. ‘cme implement, was that in which 
a landowner could bequeth his property to the Crown, By this means the land 
would remain under control and use of the owner until his or her death, 

and would be rate free, The Premier assured the deputation they would hear 
from him shortly on. proposals for preservation. of the Whipstick. 


On returning to Bendigo for a quick evening meal, we then raced out to Marong 
to present our case before the Marong Shire Council for the introduction of 
an I,D.0. over the Shires section of the Whipstick. ‘At the following Shire 
Council meeting of 7/3/1973 they adopted proposals for introducing an I,.p.0. 
over their section of the Whipstick..The deputations ‘to Huntly and Marong ~ 
Shire Céuncils respectively also sought support for having the Crown ce oe 
added to the Forest Park. This move was supported by the Shires. ‘ 


"Go-ineidently?" ‘another evént took place on the 23/2/1973 the day of the 
deputation to the Premier, “andthe meeting later with Marong Shire Council. 
Only several days before, the ¢lub received a request from campaigning . 
Labcur Party member, Mr David Boyle, for an excursion through the Whipstick 
forest for visiting Shadow Minister for Environment, Mr Wilton. It was also 
requested that the tour include a visit to Ollie Hartland's Eucalyptus 
Distillery and Historie Farm, To this day I believe there was something fishy 
about the timing of this visit and port of call, But as Ned Kelly once said - 
"Such is life", 


CONSERVATION HIS'0.Y OF THE WHIPSTICK - PART 6 continued 

The date vas to be 23rd Beaauray, ena all oe key aaah. rie lee ‘the 
Whipsti/ « tracks, | its points of interest, and the conservation pros, and. cons, 
were o4 the deputation to the Premier. We were ata loss ‘to.arrange a 

guided tour of the Whipstick, but Rob Watkins. volunteered ‘to do his ‘best 
and asked Leon Ruedin to help out: Now Leon of course knew the Whipstick 
backwards, but he was completely unaware of the recent conservation 
developments and the moves for:an I.D.:0. and: the basis:of the deputation 

to the Premier, The whole program "happened" as readers will realise from. 
the previous article rather than that of a longer term: claculated ‘program, ©. 
from the very end of 1972, with a break for Christmas and January ‘and: "bingo", 
Local representatives of the Forests Commission, Mr Frank Halloranvand Mr «. 
Bild ‘Flentje,:and Cr Elaine Knight from Marong Shire joined forces with a 
Rob and Leon and what started out to be a pleasant tour of ‘the Deol 

o. with lunch at Notley's, ended up with.a:Donnybroak at Hartland's. mam 


The arrangements were made a little in advance of course with ‘repard . ‘to the i 
tour of the Eucalyptus Distillery and Historic Farm, and the word’ had * gone 
around that the "Minister for Conservation’ was the key visitor,.Rumoursi © 
about the I,.D.0. must also have spread like wildfire (presumably from: the’ 
Huntly meeting press release) and the local.farmers had an unbelievable: fear: 
of this. Apparently there were events in: théir minds from the compulsary si} 
acquisition of land for Eppalock from years:earlier and similar everts near 
Rochester, and no amount of cold turkey from. the Shadow Minister, Leon Ruedin 
or the.Forestry Officers could convince them otherwise, «that Sree sates 
proposals were not a similar plot. Don't take me literally, but, every: 
farmer and his dog, pitchforks at hand were there, And what they lacked in. 
terms of. suitable hostility, their wives made up for. ._ ‘ 


Now Rob Watkins: ened barely. been to ithé Whipstick before,. he eee on - secitnoee 
eastern side of Bendigo - the opposite pole to the Whipstick in all regards, , 
and his stamping ground had been the very different forests of Cne-tree ‘Hill, 
Mandurang and Wellsford. But he was 2 member of the! ‘BiF.N.C. committee and’ ‘ 
was certainly well acquainted with’ ‘the policies and conservation developments 
of the Whipstick over ‘the last few months. He barely had time to brief Leon 
on these matters when they walked into the holocaust at Hartlands. 

The Shadow Minister for Conservation, Mr Wilton, likewise was probably 
unaware of the latest developments, and certainly not prepared for the surprise 
reception party. According to Rob Watkins, taking ell into account, the 
Shadow Minister: acquited himself very well. He reasoned with the landowners .. 
and explained’ the advaritages of conserving an area such as the Whipstick, | 
the need for'planning controls and the desirability of buying back at least: 
gome areas. Likewise the Forestry Commission officers were held in high | : 
enough esteem and their comments and assurances that there was no intention 
to impede the viahility of the Eucalyptus 0il Industry calmed the crowd to a- 
reasonable extent... 


Now Leon was in. al “difficult fixenBiey 3 ine was a Whipstick landowner, mcaleenae 
oil producer, life-time friend of many of the landowners-present (in particular 
the Hartlands) having known them since school days, and-conversely a member :. 
of. the Bendigo F.N.C., and very clearly in his ow way a Whipstick 
conservationist. It came out at the deputation to the Prenier, completely 

to our surprise, that he had offered his land for purchese by the Government — 
to. ‘be added to the Forest Park, Up until the confrontation that day and the 
‘quick briefing by Rob WAtkins, * he would have ‘been unaware of the events 
leading up to the application to the Shires ‘ve the I. D.O., the deputation . 
to the Premier, and the listing ‘of certain Whipstick blocks for possible bebe 
purehase. ee 


4. 
CONSERVATION HISTORY OF THE WHTRSTIOK = “PART 6 contirived™ a 7 ss ees 


Now although a certain ‘calm had overtaken the crowd after the esasliovaatisleragy’ 
from Mr Wilton,and Frank , ‘Halleron, Bill Elentje and Rob Watkins, they were 
nevertheless stewing over the fact that there was a deputation to the Premier 
that very. day. They were reading all sorts of grossly exaggerated amp icat tone 
into this event, and the I.D.0. application. 


It was not long and the furor was on again, and this time with some pretty * 
personal and nasty comments about those of us on the deputation. Rob Watkins 

did his best to explain the very good reasons for the club's actions, and 
pointing out that he himself was a farmer and had to abide by various regulations. 
But this was all to no avail, and Leon became incensed’ at some of the Jeers 

aimed at Frank Robbins, Jack Kellam and myself. He ripped through his friends 
like a ‘dose of salts and I believe caused a rupture of lifetime friendships , 

that was to last: for some years to come. When the whole afternoon finally wound 
down,. out came the scones, jam and cream and cups of tea with typical country 
hospitality. A ey : 


Now if you thought Teor tool the eaten to teh, ‘you should have been’ 

at the next B.F.N.C. committee meeting to which he yg invited to attera, 
However when it was pointed out that all the recent events were really only 
a direct outcome of the points raised at the Whipstick seminar, which was 
well publicised and attended by landowners as well, Leon cooled of a bit. 

An outcome of this meeting was that in future all committee meeting minutes 
would be printed and made available to all club members so that everybody 
was acquainted with the events that lead up to those such as the I. D. 0. 

and so on, 


The Bendigo Advertise of the next day or so following the very - eventful ae 
23/3/1973 deseribed the Whipstick as a "Hot Potatoe" (They weren't: wrong). 


I recall about this time, probably a few days later, receiving a phone ail 
from Maurie Clay. and trying at length (an hour or so) to. explain the need: 

for the I.D.0. and.the fact.that I didn't believe: it. would interfere with 
the management of his land or. the Hartlands or any other local farmers, but - 
that it would help to prevent a recurrence. of: speculation such as by 
Robertson, and. that there was no intention to cause harm to the Eucalyptus Oil 
_Industry.. Maurie indicated.that there was a.meeting of landowners: coming: UP a: 
and that.he was merely tryirg to. clarify. the situation; at.hand, 


On the 14/3/1973 Huntly Shire Council received a counter deputation re the 
I.D.9. led by Maurie Clay and supported by Les Campbell, Rolley Wellstead 

(and Cllie Hartland? ), Huntly Shire Council eventually deferred the implementation 
of the I1.D.C. (but they didn't actually withdraw the application). 

A similar deputation to Marong Shire Council on 4/4/1973 led by Ted Hartland” 
resulted in Marong rescinding their application for the I.D.0. 


Quite obviously the B.F.N.C. was concerned about these events and the fact 
that not only were Whipstick lands increasingly pas singfrom the hands of local 
‘pioneering families to developers, but phat the recent events might lead to 
the accelerated elearing of land, 


Whipstick maps and details of the need for a planket I.D.0. to cover one sree 
greenbelt area within, and that attached to the Whipstick public lands were 
sent to the Town and Country Planning Board in the hope that this body might - 
overide the Shires and implement the 1.D.0.. Formal application by the B.F.N.C. 
for the introduction of a Whipstick Planning Control was lodged with the ~ 
Minister for Local Government on 7/11/1973 and it became operative by. pee 
order on 25/1/1974. earthy; 
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CONSERVATION HISTORY OF THE WHIPSTICK-= "PART 6" continued 


The B.F.N.C. placed a very lengthly article in the. Bendigo Advertiser of © 
26/4/1973 re-iterating..the goals of the.1979 Whipstick Seminar and clarifying | 
the reasons behind;the need for an I.D:..and stating - -ittwas/not ‘a "také- ~ 
over .plan". (These aspeots will be outlined. nextissué.)}/:Rob Moors as’ 
President, Jack Kellam and myself prepared this article. Jack’ ‘concluded it! 
with the following . SBeGEA RS ieee Rees: aie 
POT ss : 
"Once a “rain poreeun ‘a Whipstick, area ji: or any other: unique Peature’, His ‘oat 
cleared, , At as, GONE: FOREVER,,: ‘since it-takes thousands. of: year's: tO: create: Bae 
We, as, field naturalists,: helieve itis our duty to wtry and preserve ~~ © 
sufficient area, of:.our unique Whipstick “that will ‘make:a: viable ‘ecologital- uit. 
Any lesser. area sthan.thart;..chosen would:ibe! ecologically valueless: We-alse 
believe; that we, have .& duty: to, pass' on: to the unborn generatiotis’, that they, 
too, may be able to relax and enjoy the wonders of nature, breath fresh air, 
and be culturally See cael by the, aesthetic and. scientific value of this 
wonderland of nature, Le ae ga aon LS ae: ane 


GEE ¥ init x 


gilomos th © aPTeK ve" ‘THAT PIECE OF STRING" | 
: by ‘Bruce Wallace®-" 


"Pick up’ that, piece of P nayband/etrtng | it may be handy someday". How many 
times Have we heard that comment? “There is one Masked’ Lapying that must 
be wishing that it’ had never: en “that piece of string: 


About two years ago. a ‘icartine that resides with its: partner} in the grounds 

of the Bendigo Psychiatric Centre, managed to, entangle its feet in a piece of. , 
baling twine. Most: ‘probably’ ay was left’ in’ the | Straw mulching that has been 

used around the trees ' ‘planted’ in the grassland areas of .the Psychiatric Centre 
gardens. This wifortuhate bird has been’ ‘effectively. hobbled > since that day. . 
Its walk Has teen’ reduced’ toa shuffle, * ‘as “tt. “searches for food in the grassland 
and Lawns.’ But’ ‘even * with: ‘this handicap the ‘Health of the bird seems good, and 
it has helped” raise at least. two ‘broods of ‘chicks since this misadventure. . 

with the string. © aa ee me ee ws, ee Pe 6 


The pair of Lapwing nye Teens used to: the? arden staff, who can: ep es quite 

close, to within about six to eight metres, before the birds will take. to ae ac 

the air, usually only’ flying a short distance away. Inly when they have. “young, . 

do they become upset if ‘we approach on’ foot, but ener, do not Worry, greatly whe! 
we are’ on: a vide+on mower or tractor... A 


x phe ery my ors 
SAE Oe 


A week or 50,,A805. while. working in their area of ‘the Beene I: noticed: chet 
the string. tied bird. had lost its string, along with both, feet. Thinking’ 
how the poor bird had gained its freedom at the loss of both feet. *That™ it Ke 

was able to walk on shortened legs, sitting instead of standing, where-ever. 
possible;. But: alas,” “it was another bird’ which I had never seen, ‘before, that ae 
had! beef involved “in ‘an ageident: loosing both feet , because, our BL 
friend? is"back again’ int ‘its!territory, . 


A number of times when working, in this. area “of: ‘the aaaaene inal seeing “they VS tes 
bird shuffling along IT tried to think of ways the bird could be caught and 

the string removed, but then I would resume the garden duties and the birds 
plight forgotten. 6 escii: 

So, if you see a BHR, of airing on the eee aa Up Shy our binds ‘sake 


si fame celir 


ad 
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awe eet | ee) 1 ot devicoy SLs os 
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WELL DONE, CLIEE: 


The Wimmera: Study Area consists of some 16,790 sq.km, 

Because of the extensive clearing by the early settlers and hein followers, 
there is very little public land apart from. the reserves. Cliff listed 1,086 
species of native plants for the area and’ 362 alien species.” 490 of the native 
species havea very limited distribution.: 


Over the past forty plus years, Cliff Beauglehole has devoted hundreds of 
thousands of hours, averaging 80 hours per week, mostly:at his:own expense, 
performing extensive Botanical Surveys throughout Victoria. During this time ‘« 
he has toted up an impressive million kilometres by walking, horse, bike or~ 
vehicle as he criss-crossed the entire State making 2,900 lists comprising 
69,009 collections, ‘all with litsle thought to personal comfort or gain. 

Tt has been CEGRENISE this: work has been worth five neh dollars to the 
government. : 


if it was not for Cliff's efforts, the Victorian Sov bEane tata not ‘have 
proclaimed the necessary Reserve System across Victoria. To’ enable a person to 
carry out this huge undertaking, powers of keen observation, equally keen 
eyesight, a vast knowledge of plants, dedication and enthusiasm were needed, 
Cliff has all those qualities, I wonder if any one person will have them again, 
and if they do, will they sell their talent as cheaply as Cliff has done, 

so that this precise and detailed information is readily available for use by 
conservationists, naturalists, educationists, government department and councils. 


Fachsand everyone of us owes Cliff a debt, a debt that we should undertake 

to do our very best to ensure that these lists, for the most part do not become 
only part of our “history as well they could, with the threats to our environment 
caused by mining, salting, soil erosion, forest activities and the least 
thought about by those in’ authority, but one as ipoueseratUsy dangerous as the 
rest, the weed invasion threat, 


Much money has been. ‘spent on many Netural Histoty Schemes. in the past with no 
emphasis directed to weed eradication,. which has meant hundreds of Public 

Land areas within Victoria have suffered dramatically and many. are now almost 
beyond recovery. or control, Nowhere in Victoria is safe. Weed bearing road 
making material is moved from one place to another, seeds are carried on earth- 
moving machinery, cars and shoes. Cars have enormous potential to carry seeds - 
more than 199 species have been germinated from one Canberra car wash. 

At least 60% of the naturalised exotics have escaped from gardens Of the 3,600 
plant species recorded for Victoria 870 are weeds...’ 


Not. all inyasiye plants are from overseas, given the right conditions, Some 

_. native | species can be just as rampant and just as damaging, Unless” ‘something. , 
is done quickly to control the spread of all environmental weeds, only time lies 
between us and the replacement of our unique plant communities. Despite 

enormous changés in the 200 years since European settlement many natural 
communities still exist, but how will it be in another 200 year's; or another 

100 or even 10?. 


All people who care really do appreciate your efforts Cliff, but I am sure even 
those of us who think we know how valuable a contribution you have made, would 
be stunned if we could look into the future and see the importance placed on 
your work. I only hope that it is in your lifetime, so that you and your 
family will reap the benefits of the sacrifices you have all made. 


Eileen Courtney, 


This ‘articke is a copy of a speech made by Eileen Courtney, at the launching of 
Cliff Beauglehole's latest book of Distribution and Conservation of Vascular 
Plants in the Wimmera Area. 


BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS 


Bird Observers Group Be SeAne of 6/11/1987. 


Highlight © 7 ee. ae 
Blue-winged Parrots: up 103 bxedaley: Det. 1987. Pere cRh ai okey 


Waterbirds 

Coots nesting, Mandurang, Bye e7 

Musk ‘Duck, pair, Mandurang, 26/19/87 

Whiskered Tern, 3, Bendigo Sewerage Farm, 10/10/87 
Brolgas,: 2, Wallenjoe Swamp (Corop area), 15/10/87 . ae aia 
Little Grassbird, 1, Kénnington Reservoir,: 1/11/87 re pots 
Chestnut Teal, 5?, Bene on Reservoir, 1/11/87 


Birds, of: Pre 

Wedge-tailed Eagle, GL. Strathfieldsaye, 4/11/87 
Wedge-tailed Eagle, 2, Muckleford Forest, 18/10/87 
Peregrine Falcon, 1, Smiths Reef (near Maldon), 18/10/87 
Peregrine Falcon, 1, Mt.Ida, PY) 


Bush Birds 

Budgeryeah, 4, Strathfieldsaye, syne 

White-winged Triller, Strathfieldsaye, 26/10/87 
White-backed Swallow,:1, Specimen Hill, 1/11/87 

j ‘Yellow-faced Honeyeater, several Mt. Ida, 3/11/87 
White-naped. Honeyeater, nesting?, Strathfieldsaye, det. 87 
White-naped Honeyeater,, ‘2 Diamond Hill, 8/10/87 

Blue Wrens nesting, Fryerstown, 36/10/87 inal 

Eastern Shriketit, 2, Fryerstown, 30/10/87 

Spotted Pardalote hg kare Mandurang, 26/10/87 


Town Birds | : 

Peaceful, Dove, 1, Rosalind Park, TENS) Oct. 87, we 

Boobook Gwl, dey 16/6-21/8/87 ) Pun eee 

Spotted’ Ooanda ote nesting ) ‘ze Spin ie ae Se Saar INR i ES a Le 
Rufous Whistler arrived 16/9 ) Wirth, St.» Bendigo mS eR 
White-eared Honeyeater, 2 ) 


reer 


New Holland Honeyeater, 4, Flora Hill 
Noisy Friarbird, 1, Strathfieldsaye garden, 25/10/87 
Sulphur-crested Cackacen 3, central Bendigo, 3/10/87 


Lists ‘submitted... ,; 

Diamond Hill,. "8413/10/37 in hearer bens 
Bendigo Sewerage Farm, 10/10/87 

Mt Ida State Forest, 3/11/87 


NOTES 


The highlight this ees was the Ponting of Blue-winged Rovere on a. property ; 
on the eastern side of the Campaspe River near Axedale. The birds were first 
noticéd on, 25/10/87, but positive identification was not possible. On 27/10/87 
a male bird, was very. closely observed’ and was seen ‘to be definitely ‘the Blue-'— 
winged ‘Parrot. The features described were: ferehead band’ ‘stops ‘at theveye, 
facial colour dullish yellow, large patch of deep blue inthe wing; dull olive’ 
egreén:rump and dull olive. green on the back. The area where.these birds were. 
seen is almost treeless farmland near,.the river with. pasture and.crops of 
lucerne. and oats. 
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BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS continued 


On the evening of 26/10/87, six birds were seen feeding on the fluffy seeds 

of capeweed. Up to ten of these parrots have been seen together. Blue-winged 
Parrots are rarely seen in this district and generally prefer the coastal - 
regions of Western Victoria, According to Graham Pizzey, the bird is a partial 
winter migrant from Tasmania, and (RSS both in Tasmania, coastal Victoria- -.- 
and South Australia. 


Some of the later arriving spring migrants, not reported last month, have: ‘ROW = 
turned up. White-winged Trillers were particularly late and scarce, with the . 
earliest observation reported being at Wildflower Drive Strathfieldsayé on be: 
26/10/87. However, quite a few were seen at Mt Ida on 3/11/87. There was 

only one report of Budgerygahs, at Strathfield saye on 2/11/87. 

The White-backed Swallow may also be a spring migrant. One was seen flying 

over sandheaps at the Bendigo Gold Ltd. tailings processing plant at Specimen 
Hill. This swallow builds its nest as a burrow in sand. 


One would have expected the winter migrants. to have all departed, except fo 
the few southerly parts of the district where a few remain to breed. This 
Spring, however, a number of Yellow-faced and White-naped Honeyeaters have 
remained in the district. Yellow-faced Honeyeaters were confirmed as present 

at Mt Ida on 3/11/87 and are suspected to have been present at Kangaroo Flat 
and Spring Gully during October and early November. White-naped. Honeyeaters 
were present at Diamond Hill on 10/10/87, and may even have bred at Strathfieldsaye 
in October, taking over a nest that had contained the eggs of the Dlack-chinned 
Honeyeater. There is, as yet and’so far as we know, no confirmed breeding aes 
record of White-naped Honeyeaters in our district, SunOS. immatures have been. 
seen on Mt Alexander. gtanhee 


Quite a variety of native birds continue to be reported from town areas. The 
most unusual of this month's is the Peaceful Dove seen in Rosalind Park, along . 
with the Boobook wi that resided for two months in a garden at Wirth Street. 
The number of observations of New Holland Honeyeaters in the Flora HjJl area _ 
over the last few years indicates that this species is no longer scarce there, 
and that this suburb is the Bendigo etronenold of the eoetce 


XRHKEKY 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP REPORT 


The Bird Observers Group played hosts sigs the ation Fiela Naturaliste at the 
November meeting, when a special program arranged to stimulate BESTE, ane 
birds and bird-watching was presented. 


Nineteen Juniors were welcomed with a bag of "freebies" on aeivaie including 

a sheet of drawing paper and a felt-nibbed pen, gift of Mr Graham Hill, leaflets 
from the B.0.C, and silhouette quizz. A display of stuffed birds was arranged 
by John Lindner, 


Mr Bill Flentje led the group in identifying bird calls using slides and pee dha 
recordings: Mr»John Lindner presented a segment showing different beaks and-i! «© 
feet of ‘birds, with a commentary on their uses; while under Graham Hill ener 
produced:‘some really impressive sketches of birds. 


Mrs Jarie ‘Cleary. and Mrs Tan Feneslau hostessed ‘the supper for the visitors while, 
the B.0. G members’ held, their General Meeting. we 


Mr Don Franklin: reported | that. tHe Regent Honeyeater Survey, eroue has received 
a Government Grant of $17,000. 


Mr Ross Reading from Rheola spoke to the meeting on the increasing threat 
posed to local goldfields flora and fauna by mining interests. 


THE 1987 DUCK SEASON: A BIRD WATCHERS PERSPECTIVE 
by Joost Brouwer. 


Finally I take the time to sit down and make a contribution to the Whirrakee. 
Whenever I see the name of Eric Wilkinson, the former editor, to whom I 
never submitted an article, my conscience starts nagging me. High time to Heed it. 


Living in the country most of you will be aware that the 1987 duck season 
was not quite like other seasons; the debate between pro and anti hunting 
groups raged more fiercely than ever, and media attention was intense. 

Now that the season is well and truly over, it may be a good idea to try 
and take an unemotional look at some of the goings on, particularly those 
in our ow Bendigo area, I do not want to put a case for or against duck 
hunting, just list some facts aa aa of my experiences. So please: 
read until the end before you judge!.. 


Regardless of where one ‘stands, the "inte inpnoyenente this yea was the 
increased collection of data relevant to duck hunting and waterfowl conservation, 
compared to previous years: whether a hunter or not, surely one would want to 
know what impact hunting has on the populations of ducks and other waterfowl 
species. The Department of:Conservation, Forests and Lands (C.F. & L.), 
responding to calls from within and without, . this. year had quite an extensive . 
monitoring: programme. The programme was organised. in part on contract by the — 
Royal ‘Australasian Ornithologists Union (RAOU). The Victorian Field and Game «> 
Association: was also) involved throughout, In my opinion “it was. good to see *~ = 
the three bodies working together, although the argument has been heard that 
onéshould in no way ‘assist the hunters in finding out where the ducks are,’ 

It was as an RAOU member that I wes involved in organising the Freckled Duck/ 
waterfowl count in January, with monitoring around duck opening in mid-March, 
and with post—hunting season counts in early June, all in the Bendigo ‘area. 


A number of club members assisted in the January | count. Don Franklin organised 
the counts in the Bendigo Corop area, assisted by among others, David MeDonal a, 
Sally and Mark Derricott, Harvey Rich and Ted and Vicky Schurmann of Rheola 
Tom Lowe, well known to many members, organised the Kerang area counts, while i 
I organised those: around Donald. ;In all about 20% or 70,000 of the ducks, 
coots, grebes and swans counted in Victoria were counted in the Bendigo 

region of C.F. & L. This includes 54.0or 20% of the Freckled Duck, 40 of whom” 
were seen BEANE north at a rate of knots over the Marshes near ee whet” 
did they know?! iy 


It would go too-far to give details of all the wetlands covered: I want to° re 
concentrate on the Bendigo area, except for noting the ae coots at Lake | tia 


darters; and a quite delightful ane aptly named Grassy. Lake at Cope see 

12 km SE of Donald on the ‘east side of the road, just 50 ha with 9 species 
of duck, including Freekled Duck (my.first), 90 shovellers and oe Blue-billed 
Duck: well worth a stop ‘on your way through. 


Results of ‘the count for the Bendigo-Corop area are summarised in rane? ane 
In the Corop area Don Franklin’ did an excellent job of defusing some 
Tanti-greenie! sentiment. Notable beside the waterfowl were the 244+ 
Sharptailed Sandpipers at. Green's Lake, several clutches of young Grey Teal 
at Gaynor's and Warranga Basin, 6 glossy Ibis at Cooper,’ and the absence 

of all waterfowl but swans at dake Nagambie, 


10, 
THE 1987 DUCK SEASON: A BIRD WATCHERS. ‘PERSPECTIVE. - continued _ 


Closer to Bendigo the Sewage Farm had its usual variety, eid) Winghee 
compensated for its lack of ducks with six Wood Sandpipers. All the birds on 
Lake Eppalock were seen near the mouth.of Mt. Ida Creek, on a very hot day 
just after the Heathcote fires; there is a note in the July Bird Observer 

- of 17 Freckled Duek seen near there five. weeks later. 


Cairn Curran:and La:necoorie had three sets of counters each: we will have 3 
tighten up the co-ordination! Harvey Rich, Don Franklin and I particularly aa 
enjoyed counting on, Lake Laanecoorie by,.boat. with. John Semple of the Field & 
Game: nine’ species of duck, three or four calling Whistling Kites, a Willie ~ 
Wagtail nesting: over: the water, and. eight Nankeen Nightherons near the blaze” 
at Eddington were» the; result. Also counted were the Castlemaine Sewage Farm “A 
and the eastern side--of: Cairn Curran: those BISUNS went straight to Melbourne > 
I believe. 2 


The highlight of this count, however, for me, was. the avlecovery of Bankents 
Creek ‘Reservoir near North Harcourt. ob spent a lovely: two hours there with the 
Schurmanns, ‘enjoying .the flooded-red.gums on the eastern side, where a pair 

of Woodduck acted as though they still. hed a nest, a pair of Chestnut Teal 
escorted eight one-week-old ‘downy, young (a first for the area?). Black, Ducks 
had young a few weeks old,as.well flappers and flashed their brilliant green ” 
wing patches when flying, and an immature female Collared Sparrowhawk sat on o 
a branch: and showed its'véery long legs and;toes, If nothing else, these. counts... 
make one take a. closer: look around one's, own areal 


The monitoring of ‘duck opening left mixed memories. A‘ very early aniven 2. 
Kerang with.a big orangish slightly out of shape round ‘moonover..the Bisel. 
silhouettes of the Loddon's red gums, Cars with punts in tow moving. about: 
quietly like an army on the go. 400 hunters at Lake Cullens (Caneeaneneecens 
approx. 6 km), starting shooting well before 7 a.m. and before one:eould fake 
distinguish more than shapes, evoking thoughts of Chinese New Year with their 
salvo's. Responsible hunters did try to stop the early start by yelling out, 
but to no avail. Two hunters in a speed, boat at full throttle shooting at a “hm 
duck on the: water, getting it:at about the tenth shot,’ throwing it: back and 
giving it:a final blast from two metres when it turns out to be a Blue-billed 
Duck. Two Polish hunters not having much luck but enjoying being ‘out of doors 
and. the special atmosphere of the occasion. A tableau of shot protected speciés, 
including Freckled Duck, two downy Cygnets, mature Swans, an Avocet, rafts of * 
Coots, nestling cormorants. Plus two injured Teal flapping about helplessly in 
plain view. Should we not let 'a few ratbags spoil it for the genuine hunters! 
or is it 'just another blood sport?! ‘And will the proposed hunter education be 
sufficiently effective? We each have to make up our own minds about that, 


The post-season. count at the beginning of June of selectéd wetlands was a 
relatively: straightforward affair, a good excuse for going” north again. 
Results.of all’ counts, including bag counts, have. been analysed by C.F. & L. 
staff :in Melbourne. Perhaps a summary thereof can appear in a’ future Whirrakee. 
There will be a count.again on 6-7 and 13-14 February 1988. Personally I think 
the count is a good thing for conservation, . whether one féels ‘there should be 
duck hunting or not. Anyone interested in SERS 3 is Aaeiites! to contact’ 
me at 47 8025 (AH) or ‘Ae 5229 (BH). | bohey : 


P,S, Also notable are the’ great sariety at Sica ane aa fact that the, 
red gums at Wallenjoe appear to be d>ing, If they did die. the swamp would ... 
be altered immeasurably. In addition, Long Swamp between Tullaroop Reservoir 
and Laanecoorie has been drained: it is said that there is little gain for 
agriculture and that the Swamp could be re-established fairly simply. 
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AN EVENING WITH THE BOTANISTS 
Compiled by T.FPatullo 


There were nine members present at John Kellam's home, 
The snecimen tebie wes well loaded and as usual Mevis Kellam showed 
keen interest in the exhibits, 


Specimens on the teble included:- 

A pot grown Terrestrial OGrehid Fterosiviis plumosa, the Bearded 
Greenhoad. 

Callistemon, Melaleuca and Kunzea 

Three species which carry (on some varieties of Melaleuca) bottle-brush- 
like flowers. All varieties of Callistemon carry bottle-brush-like 
flowers, while there are only some forms of Melaleuca and Kunzea 
which carry flowers which can be described as bottle-brush-like. 
From this fact I guess tmt we can refer to the Callistemon sens 
as being the true Bottlebrush. 

So, to the enquiring mind, it now becomes imperative that we study 
the flowers for any differences, for when three distinct families 
carry similar flowers, there must be some distinguishing features. 
On disecting a flower of each variety we find that the stamens are 
arranged in clusters or groups with the following differences as 
indicated in the sketches. 


Callistemon 


Melaleuca 


The specimens of the three above species were:- 


Melaleuca, 3 varieties M.decussata (Bottlebrush ) 
M.diosmifolia (Bottlebrush Green) 
M.wilsonii (not Bottlebrush) 

Callistemon Kings Park Special (Cultivar) 


There were also specimens of:- 

Oxylobium mirbemma, Helipterum, Calytrix sullivanii, Themeda australis, 
Bracken Fern, and an unidentified plant in small pot. Wait until it 
flowers. 


AN EVENING ne ae eS continued, 


Graham showed a fine: display of cultivated mace - Epiptiytic Orchids 
(Epiphytic:.- growing on another plant or rock, used purely as a support), 
all in flower. 


Dendrobium kingianum - The Pink Rock Orchid, natural habitat from central 
N.S.W. to central Queensland. Generally grows on rocks but will thrive in 
cultivation on a block of Tree Fern trunk, or by pot culture in very open mix, 
Late winter - spring flowering, bearing a number of reddish mauve perfumed 
flowers. Needs protection from frosts, and hot dry winds. 


Dendrobium gracilicaule - growing on Tree Fern trunk, natural habitat from 
wkesbury River to Cape York Peninsular. Flowers .on racemes growing on last . 
years growth canes in Spring. Flowers are cup-shaped and dull yellow in colour. 
with red-brown, spots on outside segments. Perfumed. : 


Dendrobium linguiforme - Thumb-nail Orchid, growing on a Melaleuca limb, 
natural habitat from Southern N.S.W. to Cape York Peninsular. It is a matt. 
forming plant with short branching rhizomes and thick button like leaves . 
which hug their host, closely, are ribbed and dull green in colour.. The flower, 
spikes. stand well out from the, leaves, are creamy white in colour. and | spidery _ 
in form. A very hardy plant. — 


Dendrobium pugioniforme - The Dagger Orchid. A pendulous species, with rite, 
wiry stems, The leaves are shining ‘rigid. ‘and dagger shaped. Flowers in spring 
on short spikes, coloured light green, with a white labellum and purple spots. 
A rain forest plant extending from South-eastern N. S, W. to Southern Queensland, 
Likes moist position away from, direct sunlight. 3 


Sarcochilus hartmanii - was pot cultivated, ‘restricted in “habitat from’ Hastings - 
River in N.S.W. to south Eastern Queensland, Can be grown in a wide Terra Cotta : 
gaucer, in a very course mixture, with protection from extreme heat ‘and’. 
dryness. Flowers in Spring which are a Ba ctenanes white and sometimes with . 
red-maroon spots round centre of flower... 


Slides shown by Graham included: - Pterostylis, Olearia teetiroliat Acacia 
Williamsonii, A.montana, Galaxia:fugacissima, Melichrus urceolatus, Cryptendra 
amara, Ranunculus lappaceus, Diuris maculata, Pterostylis: curta, Cal, ~ i. 
filomentosa var. tentaculata, Caladenia deformis, Caladenia catenata, Hibbertia 
obtusifolia, Acianthus reniformis, Pterostylis nutans, Caladenia filamentosa, 

Pt mutica, Swainsona oroboides, Hibbertia exutiaces, Pt -plumosa, Thelymitra 
macmillanii. 


: 


And on Jacks ett Saisie plants that had flowered since our last meet 
Greencomb Spider, Solanum simile, Loraxdra multiflora, Glycine tabacina, 
Kemmedia prostrata, Pultenaea humilus, Thelymitra macmillanii, Dillwynia sericea, 
Leptospermum myrsinoides, Brachyloma daphnoides, Galaxia microphyla, Pterostylis 
plumosa, Astroloma pinifolium, Grevillea alpina (Mt Ida form), Thelymitra 
ixioides, Prostanthera denticulata, Thelymitra longifolia, Stylidiun / 
perpusillum, Chamaescilla corymbosa, Nest of Fuscus Honeyeater. 


Also orchids other than Greenhoods:- 

Colochilus robertsonii, Caleana major, Acianthus exeertus) Caladenia atiieracentta, 
Cyalba, C.caerulea, C.cucullata, Thelymitra. antennifera, Frasophyllum patens, 
Pterostylis pusilla, Glossodia major (Blue & White), Paracaleana minor, J 
Chilloglotis gunnii, Caladenia clavigera, C. catanata, C. Pilamentoee C. longifolia, 
Thetymitne pauciflora, Pterostylis boormannii, 


of course “supper followed. 


14. 
A CHRISTMAS FLOWER 


I had been trying to think of something that grows in the bush and flowers at 
Christmas time. I spoke to several people and agreed that there was oné™ plant ~ 
that does flower at this time, the very unusual Tall Lobelia.. 

I remembered an interesting article by John Kellam in the Bendigo Naturalist 
Vol.5 No.3 and decided that it was more than worthy of a reprint. 

I hope you also find it interesting and perhaps you may be tempted to isthe 

up with the nS, and flies and TEENS out w es this unique plant... 5 OR id ot 


| an oy patton. 
“DN STRANGE PLANT ee 
va, by J. ELIE oe 


Most flowering platite Siveagnabtar both annuals” and! perennials, bear “ttieir. Flowers 
after the leaves ‘have formed. Others, especially many of the deciduous ~ 
varieties, have their flowers first (in -some cases, fruits also) and the leaves: 
are produced later, on. ' t 


In our Bendigo’ ‘Dushlahds we have a plant whose aootat ‘die off, the ene part 

of the stem withers: and dries up, the leaves shrivel ‘ip and die and; -lo and ' 
behold; the’ plant’ then produces flowers, To make matters still more unusual,’ ' 
the flowers ‘open ‘during the hottest part of our Sumner ronths “of. December a ; 
January. Pn BRE. MS  aeidthl. GL 


This strange plant: is’ the Tall Lobelia - Lobelia. gibbosa andis- fairly. common: 
in many places including: the Whipstick, Wellstord Forest, and the forest’ areas | my 
towards Strathfieldsaye. Tf the flowering plant is picked, it makes no. © 
difference whether’ it: it) kept in water or not; it will ‘continue in bloom for 

some weeks until all the flowers have opened. A plant picked last January and 
suspended by..a piece of string out in the hot sun, continued in flower for, nearly 
five weeks. The plant is,.sustained by the water supply which is stored up in 

the upper part of the. fleshy stem, 


The plant, a smooth glabrous annual, begins life from a seed in the spring. ay ge 
At first it is a rather succulent plant with a single fleshy stem growing to 

a height of about 12 inches, The sap consists of a milky latex similar to that 
of a. Milk-thistle or Petty Spurge; so common in many home gardens, The ‘Leaves 
are rather narrow with a few distant teeth, and about 1.5 inches long at the. 
bottom, getting smaller as they rise up the stem.. me 


The five sepals are narrow and pointed and the corolla is divided into five 
unequal lobes or petals, deeply bluish perple in colour, The flowers are on teh 
short pedicle (flower stalk) with two narrow bracteoles at their base. The 
whole inflorescence SOUT a scorpioid cyme in which in all cases the bottom 
bloom. As. in a mien ‘of ‘other species of this family, the corolla tube is split 
right. .down, to its base on one: side only. ‘ 


When in bud, | ‘the flowers twist’ ‘on ‘their pedicles shrouigh 180 degrees _S0 at the 
stem, with the “aplt, in the arts uppermost. The seed capsule which is swollen 
on the upper side, (hence the specific name "gibbosa" ) | contains a large number 
of: tiny, angular seeds. "Lobelia" commemorates the*name“of the Flemish botanist 
Matthias de Lobel, 1538-1616, levee to William of Orange and later, Beene 
to James 1. of . England, ae 


Lobelfa's bélong°to the family Campanulaceae, (Bell-flowers) which family includes 
the Bluebells, isotome, etc.. Some lobelias are poisonous, whilst some are used 
to produce drugs for medicinal purposes, They are widely distributed throughout 
the world, especially in North America, South Africa, and Australia. 


15. 
NATIONAL PHOTOGRAPHIC INDEX OF AUSTRALIAN WILDLIFE 


GUIDE TO PHOTOGRAPHERS 


1. PURPOSE OF THE INDEX 


The Index is a collection of the best available colour photographs of 
Australian mammals, birds, reptiles and frogs, held in the Australian Museum 
“as a reference to supplement the Museum's collections of preserved specimens. 
It is available for the use of scientists, naturalists, students and artists. 
The cream of the collection will be dehydrated and frozen with the aim of 
preserving it against deterioration for at least a century. 


The Index also acts as an ‘agency, providing photographs to authors and 
publishers on a commercial: + SEEN. The Index remits 80% @: fees EOE to 
the photographers./\ 


In order to spread. its treasures more widely, the: Tone produces menty, oo 
illustrated books. SO far, ‘Ait has produced The Complete. Book of Australian -..: 
Mammals and Wrens and Warblers of Australia, the.first in a ten-volume series 
covering ae the EERE os ESS j 

2. HOW IT WORKS. pari Vad se rsdmne ey. iene Sunk ees ee aes 
A ‘photographer offers a number of tmongmenotles together with a _ submission a 
sheet listing the relevant data. 


The Index makes a. selection from. these: ae ‘the chosen photographs « are. coptet. 
The originals are ‘returned to the photographer. ‘ ; 


3. WHAT Soke OF EHO CaS ARE uy 


In. shorty the-.Index: dacs all. asda aélour enateesaene of. the nanmais, birds, 
reptiles and frogs living in Australia or its territories; 


When building:: ‘up a collection, we ‘Look-first for diagnostic portraits 
showing ‘the whole animal in sucha way as'to illustrate its peculiarities ; 
and: the differences (if any) between the séxes. However ; we are’also very 
interested in photographs that illustrate “béhaviour or eaves ee 
Close-up photographs of heads, feet or other points of anatomical interest 
are welcomed. 


Photographs should wherever possible, show an animal in natural surroundings. 
When animals are captured for photography, care should be taken to place we 
aren on out and against vegetation or Tocks: similar-tothe normat habitats~-~ 
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END OF YEAR EXCURSION ~ SUNDAY DECEMBER 13 

A day at Jack and Jean ipsen's place "Lyal Glen". This’ is intended to be the 

ideal. end.of. year event;.relaxing, chatting, eating, swimming, Pooking at the , 

plants and birds which beautify this little haven. 

SESE ene Barbeque or picnic lunch, Morning and afternoon tea, ‘cooking and 

“isiooS eating gear} chdirs, bathers, binoculars, ete,” ©! 

Time: soos Starting 19.00.am approx. NOTE:..No meeting in Havlin St. 

maemo direct to Ipsens. 

How to get there:” ‘Leave Bendigé onthe: Eppalock Road.’ Pass by the Brolga Hotel, 
Lake ,Eppalock and Twin Rivers Road, "Lyal Glen".is on the corner . 
of ‘Mangans Lane and the main road, ‘one kilometre north of the 
bridge over the Coliban River. It is clearly sign posted. 

If you find yourself crossing the river, go back. 
Distance from Bendigo - 49 km approx. 
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MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP - 1987 ANNUAL REPORT 


At the Annual General Meeting 20 Nov. 1986 two officers for the year were 
elected as follows: Graham Hill - Chairman, Rob Moors - Vic-Chairman, = -! 
Bill Holsworth - Secretary, and Ian Fenselau - Equipment Officer. 

The meeting concluded with an excellent lecture presented by Brian Coman 

and Don Franklin on the eco.ogy of foxes and the rabies control contingency ighleish, 


On'the December meeting date we had a barbeque at the new home of Rob ‘and ; 
Glénise Moors. During 1987 members met every month except january and June 
but attendance was poor and no special speakers .were invited. .However, those. , 
who attended introduced some new directions in our > obj ectives and a program 
of trapping | local areas was initiated. 


Ian Fenselau organized a long-term project to study the mammals. and habitat 
of the Spring Gully Reservoir. Permission to trap and spotlight in the area 
was obtained. The first spotlighting took place on 21 Feb., and the first 
trapping session was during the long weekend of 6-9 March. Subsequent 
spotlighting outings were undertaken by individual members. 


Graham Hill proposed a trapping and spotlighting survey of the Whipstick area 
which will be starting in early December. The bat colony at St. Aidens is no 
longer present and no new colonies have been located so very little bat trapping 
was undertaken in 1987, ° 


During the Faster Holiday Campout trapping was conducted for three nights 
at.Gellibrand resulting in the capture of several Rattus BUS CE DES and 
Antechinus stuartii, t 


The Group was able to consult its past orcs and respond to meineets for 
lists of mammals in the St.Arnaud area and the new Whipstick State Park, 

We also: provided a review of the Greups activities to the National Mammal Data 
Base and Ingram Trust. : 


The year concluded in October with Agnual General Meeting at which ian Fenselu 
was elected Chairman and Equipment Officer, John Burtonelay - Vice Cahirman, 
and Bill Holsworth - Secretary. The new meeting program of a "Mammal Species 
of the Month" started in November when Graham Hill described aspects of the 
biology of .the Feather=tailed Glider. . 
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COMMITTEE ‘REPORT. 18th NOVEMBER 1987 


iho The ‘Club has notified the Korong Shire Councillors of our objection to an 
application for a planning permit renewal by Bendigo Mining N/L. The SES is 
in the Inglewood Flora Reserve. 


2. The Gommittee,is. considering participating. in- the Bicentennial Exhib$tion 


3, The’ Clubis’ Seeking” snatomBioAes about the nanagenent of the Kangaroo Flat 
Botanical Gardens. 


Ae ‘The Club will affiliate with the Victorian land Protection Association, 
5. New members are Ross Reading of Rheola and Warren Lomas of Goornong. 
6.,. Arrangements are in hand for the Christmas Break-up Meeting. 

7t “Next pee will be at. B, Wallace! s home on 20 January at 8.00 D. m. 
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BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 
Address for correspondence, P.0.Box 396, Bendigo 3550. 


as OFFICE BEARERS FOR > FOR 1987-83 


aay tsumis 
50 ON Nala 


PRESIDENT Rob Moors - WMandurang South Rd.,R.S,D.Sedgwick 39 6254 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Win Demeo “. Kamarooka, R.S.D.Raywood 36 9226 
JUNIOR VICE-PRESIDENT Bruce Wallace 20 Pearce St.,Eaglehawk 46 7325 
SECRETARY Jane Cleary 24 Goynes Rd., Epsom 48 4396 
ASSTSTANE- SECRETARY _* Glenise Moors “Mandurang South Rd.,R.S.D.Sedgwick 39 6254 
TREASURER: “- “Helene Boon ~°~Kamarooka, R.S.D., Raywood 36 925 
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER Win Demeo Kamarooka, R.S.D., Raywood 36 ose 
EXCURSION /SYLLABUS John Lindner Burns tion Axedale - 39 7308 
ORGANISER oe cities 
LIBRARIAN jone Cleary a: Some  Rd., Epsom 48 4396 
WHIRRAKEE ‘CO“ORDINATOR* Gian ‘Hill ~ peek Curnow St.,Golden Square“: 42 4016 


Membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to all those interested 
in natural history. The membership subscription rates are: Single $13. Q0;° 
Family $17.00, Pensioner and Children $$;00. Whirrakee subscription only $13.00. 


General Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month at. the ‘Conference 
Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom. Meetings ‘start at 
7,30 p.m. and conclude with supper. The Annual Meeting is held in September. 


Excursions The assembly point for excursions is outside the Special Services 
Complex in Havlin St. East, Bendigo, unless otherwise specified. 


Full day excursions normally commence at, 19.00 a.m. (usually on a Sunday). 
Half day excursions normally commence at..2. 00 ‘p.m. and may be either a Saturday 


or Sunday. Day or half day excursions are usually held on the weekend following 
the General Meeting. Campouts are held several times in a year, usually 
co-inciding with long weekends or holiday periods. 


The B.F.N.C. has five sub-grouns :- 


The BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP meets on the first Friday of the Signa at. the 
Agriculture Department, Epsom, at 7.30.p.m. 


The BOTANY GROUP meets on the fourth ‘Thur sday of the month at 7.30 De 
in member's holes as announced in the monthly Diary. 
Convenor: Graham Hill (42. 4016 ) 


The CONSERVATION GROUP. meets on en "as mecined’ basis. As far as eracticanles 
meetings details will be advertised in the "Whirrakee" diary. 
Convenor: Rod Fyffe, 546 Hargreaves St., Bendigo (43 7673) 


The MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP. meets on the third Thursday of the month, at 7.30-p.m. 
in member's homes as 1S announced © in the monthly Diary, 

President: Graham Hill, 31 Curnow St., Golden Square 42 4016 

Secretary: Bill Holsworth, 13 Nabilla Cr., Kennington 43 4063 


The JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS GROUPmceis on the first Sunday in the month, 


‘from 2.00 pem. to 5,00 p.m,., av the Education Department Special Services 


Complex, Havlin St.3; Bendigo, Group activities are open to the 8-18 years 
age group, together with their younger brothers and sisters, if accompanied 
by parents. (Parents will be needed for help with imastateseleseicennele on excursions, ) 
Organisers: Jane Cleary, Goynes Rd., White Hills. (48 4396) 
. Ian Fenselau, Buckland St., White Hills (48 4382.) 


tos ere; 


Wed.Mar. 9.-- 


MEETINGS 
Wed.Dec. 9 


~ 1988 
,, Wed. Jan.13 


. Wed .Febs10: + 


Wed .Apr .13 


_ EXCURSICNS, 
Sun.Dee.13. 
Sun.Feb.14 


MR & MRE RB ALLEN @ 
HOUSTON ST 
BENDIGO 


Cinristmas Tea and Social Evening (6.00 pm) 
'The First Forty Years' an audio visual featuring the Club's 


. History, will be screened. 
' Venue: Agriculture Department, Epsom. 


Time: 6,90 pm for 6,30 pm: mea - food to be Saeaea: +0 provide 
variety of fare. 


_ Please bring casseroles,. eateie desserts, and“eating and: drinking 
- utensils. Tea, coffee, milk, cordial, bread and a re wid Y 
_.be prouged - : ry yeeesrat Satta 


Photoflora mini series. 


Subject: Natural History of Victorias Alpine’ Heston.” 
-, speakers Gary Cheers. 


aight 
shu 


‘Subject: Shell'Fogsils. = ey bia at 
Speaker: John Neil. eae gn ae Ag ees 


Subject: Daisies. pupae es oe 
Speaker: Judy ‘Davies. meg "= ew 


A day at Jack and Jean: Ipsen's place "Lyal Glen". See Pi 153 


Daylesford area.” ‘Walks in the cool forest, and ‘search for Elbow 
Orchids at Wombat Reservoir and Hyacinth Orchids’ at Tipperary 


Springs. Meet at 9.00 am in Havlin Street. 
“(NOTE EARLIER TIME to allow for travel. )* 


Bring lunch and refreshments, 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP. 


Fri.Feb.6 


BOTANY GROUP 


__ Thurs. Jan.28 mc 30 ipa at Je Silom 8 HER, 7 Patrick St., Bendigo. 


“7,30 pm Department of Agriculture, Epsom. 
Syllabus Item - Members Night with special segment by Rob Watkins. 


' Bird of the Night - Pink-eared Duck, 


MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP yet 


. Thurs.Dec.17 


Christa s: break-up ena at Graham Hill's home, 
31 ene ‘Street, Golden Square. Time: 7.00 pm. 
Please. bring ‘your: own everything. 


Tea ease provided. . acy 


JUNIOR. ee NATURALISTS. GROUP: 


Sun, Feb. ve 


“Bruce and* Thelma Wallace will instruct the group on the ‘procedure 
‘for teking: plant cuttings, and raising seedlings. Pots provided. 


e "af Children keep plants. 
COMMITTEE MEETING erie 


Wed ,Jan.20 


ye at Bruce Wallace's home, 20 Pearce Street, Eaglehawk, 


